XIII. The Close of the Old Wasan,                      253
Thus closes the old wasan, the native mathematics of Japan. It seems as if a subconscious feeling of the hopelessness of the contest with Western science must have influenced the last half century preceding the opening of Japan. There was really no worthy successor of Wada Nei in all this period, and the feeling that was permeating the political life of Japan, that the day of isolation was passing, seems also to have permeated scientific circles. With the scholars of the country obsessed with this feeling of hopelessness as to the native mathematics, the time was ripe for the influx of Western science, and to this influence from abroad we shall now devote our closing chapter.